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FloridaMyEden.com is Infrared photography by A.E. Samaan 
of the flora, fauna, and Architecture in the State of Florida. 
The intense sunshine makes Florida the perfect place to 
photograph with InfraRed film or digital cameras. 
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Infrared photography captures light that is otherwise invisible to the human eye. The Infrared 
spectrum lies between the visible light and heat radiation. IR photography can be done with either 
infrared film, or a digital camera, and typically involves near infrared light in the 700nm to 1200nm 
range. This is different than thermal infrared, which images far into the infrared spectrum. 

That is the technical explanation. From an artistic point-of-view, Infrared photography captures what 
{ we perceive, but do not see. Infrared allows us to see what we otherwise experience, mostly unaware 
\ of the beauty of the intense light and its resulting shapes and shadows. Infrared photography captures 
the ethereal qualities of this tropical light. It immortalizes the light shimmering off the Florida waters, 
and flora basking in the sun. 

Infrared photography produces some very distinct effects which make them aesthetically pleasing. 
The most striking difference is the “Wood Effect,” an effect where leaves reflect light giving them a 
bright white look. This effect is named after the photographer Robert W. Wood, who is considered the 
father of infrared photography. This effect is utilized for landscape photography where it can be used 
to produce surreal color landscapes or high contrast B+W photographs. The chlorophyll of the foliage 
can be seen glowing as it takes in the energy of the sun. Waterways become large mirrors as light 
bounces off them reflecting images of the tropical world above. Shadows are revealed as deep, humid, 


and dark. They seem cool and hospitable against the intense sun. 
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THERE ARE TWH MEANS TF INFRARED ART PHATTGRAPHY- 
ANALUG: 


Analog IR photography requires films that have stray light sensitivity. Someone who wants to practice 
analog IR photography needs to use MACO IR820C or Kodak HIE Infrared films, as these two films only 
offer sensitivity to Infrared. 


DIGITAL: 


Digital IR photography has now become more popular than analog IR photography. Infrared photography 
is a technology as much as it is an art. Infrared requires a completely different skillset than traditional 
photography both during and after the shoot. Cameras meant for digital IR photography come with 
sensors that are highly-sensitive to the infrared spectrum, and block out all other portions of the light 
spectrum. A.E. Samaan’s Infrared photography is captured with a specially converted DSLR Canon camera. 
Included here is a brief list of books and literature to inform anyone interested in engaging in this form of 
art. 


e Complete Guide to Digital Infrared Photography (A Lark Photography Book) - | used this guide in 


my transition from InfraRed film to digital. 
e Infrared Photography Handbook - Part of my reference collection. 





e Advanced Infrared Photography Handbook - Also instrumental in instructing the uninitiated 
InfraRed photographer. 
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colors. It bristles off the surface of the water, the sand, and its exquisite steel and glass | 
architecture and automobiles. We squint our eyes to coexist with Florida’s mid-day sun. 
Infrared photography allows us to experience it fully. 


FLUKA: 


The Florida Everglades are unique. There is nothing else like it in the world, and many of its 
animal inhabitants are can only be found in the Southern half of the State. 


FAUNA: 


Infrared photography is uniquely appropriate to capture the interaction between Florida’s == 
bright sunshine and the plant species that thrive under it. 


ARCHITECTURE: 
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